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ANDRE'S BONES. 





Kensington, 9 Oct. 1821. 
No circumstances ought to have 


arisen to call upon us to treat this 
matter in any tone but that of ridi- 
cule and contempt. But, when 
our government takes part in the 
thing ; then the affair belongs to 
the nation, who, however pretty 
the gentlemen may be that act in 
its name and behalf, must, in the 
eyes of the world, be answerable 
for the pretty pranks those pretty 
gentlemen play. 

The bones of this man, who was 
legally hanged as a spy, are, it 
would appear from the newspa- 
pers, to be made the means of in- 
culcating most wicked principles ; 
or, rather, a contempt of every 
principle of honour and fidelity ; 
and, at the same time, of casting 
reflection on the couduct and cha- 
racter of a nation, with whom it 
is our interest to live in constant 
peace and cordial friendship. The 
recent proceedings at New York 
and at Tappan, as those proceed- 





SEER 
ings are related in our newspa- 
pers, were at once insulting to the 
Americans and, in an extreme de- 
gree, degrading to us, and espe- 
cially to the King. They pre- 
sent such traits of folly, of gross 
imbecility, of worse than idiot-like 
silliness, that it would be impossi- 
ble to notice them, were it not 
that they are said to have been 
performed under the orders and 
under the eye of the King’s Con- 
sul, and that they are represented 
to have proceeded from his Ma- 
jesty’s commands. 

This eat scandal to the na- 
tit. \s-first proclaimed in this 
country through that paradise of 
fools, the Times newspaper ; and 
it is now dancing about from town 
to town and yillage to village, 
through the columns of those 
blindest of all blind guides, the 
country newspapers, which are 
under the beck of the Parsons, 
the Magistrates, and the attorney 
Bankers. It being thus made a 
matter of general public notice ; 
and being calculated to mislead 
even good and sensible men, who 

2L 





Printed by C.CLement, and Published by Joun M. Consett, 1, Clement’s-Inn, 
[Price Sixpence Halfpenny in the Country.] 
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have no precise knowledge or re- 
collection of the circumstances 
under which Anpré was put to 
death; I shall now rip up the 
whole story; and, if the ripping 
up of the story should bring upon 
the bones any thing rather than 
public respect and veneration; 
Jet the living friends of Anpnri: 
blame those who, after so long a 
lapse of time, thonght proper to 
raise his bones, or pretended 
bones ; and in their account of the | 
to 
praise his conduct, and to censure 


transaction to take occasion 

the conduct of those by whom he 

was condemned and executed. 
There is another view, too, to 


When f dis- 


interred and brought home, in as 


take of this matter. 


private a manner as possible, the 


remains of an Englishman, tanted 
throughout the world for his grea 

talents, and for the signal effect 
with which the exertion of those 
talents had been attended; when 
T removed his remains for the pur- 
pose of ensuring to them honour- 
able interment in the country of 
his birth, and on which country 
his talents reflected so much ho- 
nour; when I did this, the para- 
dise of fools, always the first and 
loudest in noise, nonsense and 
malignity, bellowed forth “ sacri- 
‘‘Jegious disturber of the dead!’ 
“ Robber of the’grave, Atheisti- 
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‘* cal Monster, Vile Resurrection 
* Man!” And, as if by previous 
consent, the whole of the race of 
fools and of knaves echoed back 
the bellowings. 

Well, then, 


another set of bones taken 


have 
Up ; 


and that, too, as we are informed, 


here we 


by the King’s Consul at New 
York ; and, as would appear from 
the account, in consequence of 
It 


of importance, therefore, to 


orders from the King himself. 
is 
what this 


ascertain, who and 


Anprék was; what he did to oc- 
vasion his being executed as a 
it be 


wise and just to cause his Majesty 


Matefactor; and whether 
to be represented, as having a pe- 
culiar liking to men of the des- 
I shall 


account of the 


cription of this Anpré. 
first 
faking up “of the bones, and the 


insert the 


remarks, which the paradise of 
fools and its followers through- 
out the country, have sent about 
attached to the account. Then 
I shall relate the case of Anyrié: 
and of Arnnotp, with whom he 
was a co-operator; and shall 
insert, at full length, all the offi- 
cial documents relating to the 
matter, including the lying back- 
ward and forward of Arnon, 
and the lying of Axprié: himself. 
Anpré was executed forty-one 
years ago on the 2nd of October. 
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collection of the matter. 


He was 
a Major in the 54th regiment, 
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Of course, all those who are men contest against the horrible prin- 
now, have at best, but a faint re- 


ciple of taxation without repre= 
sentation ; and it is our duty, 
never to suffer a slur to be un- 


which I joimed about four years | justly cast on so righteous a cause, 


after his death; and, of course 


,| [ shall now insert, first of all, the 


I heard enough about him, first] account of the digging up of the 


and last; therefore, his history 
was fresh in my 


knew that he was justly executed 
as aspy; and I said so accord- 


But, this 


ingly. 


paradise of fools; and this trum- 


peting of the thing about through 
the country newspapers, made me 
resolve to go fully into the subject, 
even if I were compelled to sus- 
pend for one week, my Lerrers 
ro tue Lanptorps. The young 
men of the present day have now 
heard of this Anpré for the very 
It will 
be interesting, therefore, for them 
to know the real truth of the mat- 


first time in their lives. 


ter ; and the matter involves con- 
siderations of a very important 
nature, connected with our duty of 
fidelity as Soldiers, of allegiance 
as subjects, and of justice and 
honourable dealing as enemies in 
war. Besides this, the reader will 
see, that an attempt is made to 
represent Anpre as having been 
unjustly put_to death ; which re- 
flects on the character of those 
who at that time engaged in a 





memory. I 


persevering 
blazoning forth on the part of the 


bones, extracted, as it appears, 
from a New York paper into our 
paradise of fools. 


The following account of the 
disinterring the remains of Major 
André is taken from a New York 
>aper of the 14th of August :--- 

‘This event took place at Tap- 
pan, on Friday the 10th instant, at 
one p. m., amidst a considerable con- 
course of ladies and gentlemen, that 
assembled to witness this interesting 
ceremony. The British Consul, with 
several gentlemen, acccmpanied 
by the propricter of the ground and 
his labourer, commenced their 
operations at eleven o’clock, by 
removing the heap of loose stones 
that surrounded and partly covered 
the grave. Great caution was ob- 
observed in taking up a small 
peach-tree that was growing out of 
the grave, as lhe Consul stated his 
intention of sending ut to his Majesty 
to be placed in one of the royal gardens, 
Considerable anxiety was [elt lest 
the coffin could not be found, as 
various rumours existed of its 
having been removed many years 
ago. However, when at the depth 
of three feet, the labourers came to 
it. The lid was broken in the 
centre and had partly fallen in, 
but was kept up by resting on the 
skull. The lid being raised, the 
skeleton of the brave André ap- 
eared entire, bone to bone, each 
in its place, without a vestige of 
any other part of his remains, save 
some of his hair, which appeared 
in small tufts; and the only part of 
his dress was the leather string 
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which tied it.—As soon as the cu- 
riosity of the spectators was gra- 
tified, a large circle was formed, 
when the undertaker with his as- 
sistant, uncovered the SARCOPHA- 
us, into which the remains were care- 
fully removed: this superb depository, 
inimitation of those used in Europe 
for the remains of the i/lustrious 
dead, was made of mahogany, the 
panels covered with rich crim- 
son velvet, surrounded by a gold 
bordering: the rings of deep 
burnished gold, the panel also 
crimson velvet, edged with gold, 
the inside lined with black velvet, 
the whole supported by four gilt 
balls. The sarcophagus with the 
remains have been removed on 
board his Majesty's packet, where: it 
is understood as soon as some re- 
repairs on board are completed, an 
opportunity will be afforded of view- 


ang it.” 


English Newspaper remarks. 


As many of our readers, at this 
distance of time, more than forty 
years, may not be acquainted with 
the circumstances attending the 
death of Major André, we present 
them with the following brief par- 
ticulars of that fatal event :— 


Mr. André was originally a 
merchant’s clerk, but quitted the 
Compting-house for the Camp, and 
so highly distinguished himself in 

_ the American war, as quickly to be 
raised tothe rank of Major. Ge. 
neral Clinton had so high an opi- 
nion of his address and integrity 
that when the American General 
Arnold made a secret offer of surren- 
dering an important post to the British, 
he employed the Major on the dangerous 
mission Mr. André, on being chal- 
lenged by the American guard, im- 
prudently offered them his watch’ and 
purse, which they nobly refused, 
and conducted him to their com- 
manding officer, by whose orders 
he was searched, and the fatal papers 
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discovered. General Washington 

caused him to be tried as a spy by 

a court martial, and the Major was. 
condemned to be hung, which sen- 

tence was rigorously executed. 

On going to the place of exe- 

cution, he said, with concern, 

‘“Must I die in this manner? ”’--- 

Being told it was unavoidable, he 

replied, ‘‘ I am reconciled to my 

fate, but not to the mode; it will, 

however, be but a momentary. 

pang.” His fortitude excited the 

admiration and melted the hearts 

of all the spectators. He was 
asked, if he had any thing to say: 
‘* Nothing (says he) but to request 
that you will witness to the world 
that I die like a brave man.” The 
conduct of the American commander on 
this occasion is not to be excused ; and 
the intelligence was received in 
England with generat indignation. 
A monument was erected to his 
memory in Westminster Abbey, on 
which is the following inscription : 
‘* Sacred to the memory of Majo» 
John André, who, raised by his 
merit, at an early period of life, to 
the rank of Adjutant General of 
the British forces in America, and 
employed in an important but hazard- 
ous enterprize, fell a sacrifice to his 
zeal for his Kingand Country, on the 
2d of October, 1780, aged 29, uni- 
versally beloved and esteemed by 
the army in which he served, and 
lamented even by his foes. Wis gra- 
cious Sovereign King George the 
Third has caused this monument 
to be erected.” 


The whole of these two extracts 
I take from the York Chronicle of 
the 27th of September ; that is ta 
say, York in England: the paper 
was sent.me by some obliging cor- 
respondent, who had drawn his. 
pen under all the words which 
the reader finds in italics. 
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Let us now begin with the bone 
frolic of Tappan. The “ con- 
course of ladies and gentlemen” 
that we are told assembled to wit- 
ness this interesting ceremony, 
were a parcel of tag rag from New 
York, probably the greater part 
of them living on English pensions 
or allowances, formerly refugee 
royalists and such like people. 
The “ ceremony” began, it seems, 
about eleven o’clock, and great 
caution was observed in taking up 
a small peach tree, that was grow- 
ing out of the grave, as the Consul 
stated his intention of sending it to 


his Majesty to be placed in one of 


his royal gardens! Brilliant idea! 
Sublime thought, from the mind of 
this son of St. Patrick, whose heart 
seems to have been as “warm ” at 
the digging up of the bones of a spy 
as the hearts of his countrymen re- 
cently were upon seeing the sham- 
rock, or dutch clover plant, in the 
hat of the King! But, oh! sweet 
Peach tree! Dug up at noon day, 
under a sun giving a heat of be- 
tween ninety and a hundred de- 
grees, and that would kill a dock 
or dandelion root in six hours! 
Oh! sweet Peach tree, to be com- 
manded to live after this; to be 
put on board his Majesty’s ship, 
with all thy leaves on thee; and 
to be sent three thousand miles 
across the ocean, and to live all 
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the way; and then to be placed im 
one of the royal gardens; and. 
there to thrive in spite of all thy 
melancholy reflections of being 
deprived of the sweet society of 
the bones! Why all this is really a 
thing supernatural, and must cer- 
tainly have come into the noddle 
of the Consul in that sort of way 
that things do fs2quently come 
into the noddles of those, who, 
while they are spewing out non- 
sense, have the sacrilegious inso- 
lence to call themselves inspired. 
This Peach tree will, doubtless, be 
as famous as the Mulbery tree of 
our immortal Bard, and with much 
about as much honour to the ad- 
mirers of the one, as to those of 
the other. It will have a better 
claim to immortality; for here 
really has been a Resurrection; 
and James Bucuannan, his Ma- 
jesty’s Consul at New York, will 
be immortalised as the chief me- 
chanical operator. 

We shall, doubtless, be inform- 
ed of the safe arrival of the Peach 
tree, and of the place which is to 
be honoured by giving food to its 
roots. The bones, too, will come 
in due time; and we shall, I dare 
say, learn when and where the fu- 
neral procession is to be, and of 
the name of the Ecclesiastical 
Dignitary who is to pronounce an 
eulogium on the life and deeds of 





































































































































































































$43 Anpxi’s Bonts. 844 


the deceased. Let us now, then, 
simply bear in mind the * sarco- 


“ phagus, the superb depository of 


“the remains of the ILLUS- 
+ TRIOUS dead;” let us bear in 
mind that the word illustrious is 
applied to this Anpré ; let us bear 
in mind that the remains of this 
Hlustrious person were carried on 
board his Majesty’s packet ; and 
that an opportunity was to be 
afforded for persons to view it 
there. 

~ [tis hardly necessary to attempt 
to describe the ridicule, the con- 
tempt, the scorn, the disgust, which 
all this must have excited in a 
cool and sensible people like the 
Americans, especially when ac- 
eompanied with a revival in their 
minds of that unparalleled act of 
perfidy to their cause which led to 
the ignominious death of the illus- 
trious dead, whose remains had 
thus been disinterred, and osten- 
tatiously exposed to mock honour 
under the very noses of those 
whose fathers had condemned him 
to die. Nay, General Green, who 
was the President of the Board 
that condemned him, is, I believe, 
still alive and. at New York. With 
what. disdain, what contempt, or, 
perhaps, with what contemptuous 
pity must he have viewed these 
transactions, 

Now, to the remarks of the Eng- 





lish newspapers. Anpri is here 
called brave ; and the American 
Commander, it is said, is not to be 
excused, and that the intelligence 
was received in England with ge- 
neral indignation, The epitaph 
on his monument contains much 
about as much truth as most other 
epitaphs ; and the probability of 
the truth of the rest of it may be 
gathered, from the assertion, that 
he was lamented “ even by his 
foes;” those foes who put him to 
death in spite of all the arts of 
coaxing and of threatening made 
use of in order to save his life. 

These observations of the Eng- 
lish newspapers give a false view 
of the matter. They give the man 
himself a false character. There 
was no bravery either in the un- 
dertaking itself or in his manner 
of conducting himself during it. 
He was alone, it is true; but he 
was armed; he was on horseback; 
and he was taken by three coun- 
try clowns without even an at- 
tempt at resistance, though he 
attempted to bribe them, which 
they, really noble in their nature, 
rejected with scorn; at which re- 
jection he would, if he had been a 
man of real honour, have died with 
shame. 


As to his fortitude, of which so 
much is said, and that high sense 
of honour which is imputed to him. 
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What need we more than his letter 
to General Wasuixcron, (which 
will be found below amongst the rest 
of the papers,)containing a tissue of 
equivocations and lies; and which, 
as he expressly tells the General, 
he states on his “ honour as an 
officer and a gentleman.” Call 
you this bravery, Mr. James 
Bucuannan, his Majesty’s Consul 
at New York ? Call you this the 
illustrious dead? Call you this a 
man_ the vicinity of whose bones 
ought to give immortality to a 
Peach tree ¢ 

However, we must not do this 
thing in a slovenly manner. | 
have had my choice of bones ; and, 
therefore, we will see, chapter and 
verse, what was the man whose 
bones are now coming to England 
on board a King’s ship. 

Most of my readers have heard 
of a General Arnoip, who was 
in the service of the Americans 
during their war against taxation 
without representation. This Ar- 
NOLD commanded a wing or part 
of General Wasutneron’s army 
in the month of September 1789. 
This army then lay at about forty 
or filty miles, perhaps, from the 
city of New York. Let me give 
the reader a rough sketch of the 
local state of the case. New York 
is built on the point of a tongue of 
land: which land grows wider and 





wider as you recede from the point 
of the tongue; and, in time, it be- 
comes a country of hundreds of 
miles wide. On one side of the 
tongue is Long Island, divided 
from this tongue of land by the sea 
running round. On the other side 
of the tongue, goes up for better 
than two hundred miles, I believe, 
that immense river called the 
North River. On the banks of 
this North River there is a place 
called the High Lands, which, as 
its name imports, consists of high 
ground on both sides of the river. 
One post, and a very important 
one, was a place called West 
point; and this post, with its de- 
pendencies, and a considerable di- 
vision of the army, were entrusted 
to ARNOLD. 

Now mind, the head quarters 
of our army was the City of New 
York, where Sir Henry Cruinron 
commanded, and where Major 
Anpré was his Adjutant General. 
Thus the parties were stationed, 
when Arnop entered into a ne- 
gociation with Sir Henry Cure 
ron, the object of which nego- 
ciation was for Arnotp to deliver 
up to our General the important 
post and the part of the American 
army under his command and 
committed to his fidelity! This 
was the cause; this was the cause, 
reader, in which the illustrious 
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- we are, therefore, not ‘to be sur- 
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Anprt embarked. And, there- 
fore, listen with a little patience, 
before you purpose to sell yourself 
to scorn by shedding warm hearted 
tears at the sight of the immortal 
Peach tree. 

To carry on a negociation of 
this sort there must be pens or 
tongues, Major Anpri, as Ad- 
jutant General, corresponded on 
the part of Sir Henry Cuirnton 
with Arnotp. Arnowp took the 
name of Gustavus, and Anpri 
took the name of Anderson. When 
every thing had been settled as far 
as things could be settled by writ- 
ing, it became necessary that there 
should be a meeting of persons, 
and upon the spot, too, in order 
not only that the bargain should 
be safely made; but that the 
English when they came to West 
point, should know exactly how 
to go to work to accomplish the 
purpose. It had been settled in 
the correspondence, that Arno.p 
should make such a disposition of 
his forces, as would enable the 
enemy to get possession of his 
strong posts and batteries, to com- 
pel the troops to lay down their 
arms, or be cut to pieces on the 
spot. Such a stroke would have 
been ruinous to Wasurneron’s 
Army. It was supposed impos- 
sible for him to surmount it ; and, 
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prised that great eagerness pre- 
vailed in Sir Hexry Cuiinton to 
accomplish it. 

In order, as was observed before, 
to remove all possible doubt, it 
was resolved to send Major AnpRE 
to converse with Arnoup in per- 
son; and to obtain every item of 
intelligence necessary to make the 
stroke at once safe and decisive. 
ArNoLp was prepared for the 
arrival of Anpré ; the time fixed 
upon for which was the night of 
the 21st of September, Wasuinc- 
ton being then absent on a jour- 
ney to Hertford in Connecticut, 
probably from fifty to eighty miles 
distant from the Highlands. 

An English vessel of war, called 
the Vulture, bad been, for some 
time, stationed in the North River, 
below the reach of the American 
posts, to serve as a blind when 
this hour for closer communication 
should arrive. Anprik came up 
from New York, and went on 
board this ship, where he remain- 
ed till late in the night, when 
he was, with a great coat over 
his uniform and under the name 
of John Anderson, brought on 
shore by a boat, which had been 
sent by Arnotp, who met him on 
the shore, on the outside of the 
American Lines, and conducted 
him to within those lines. 

It was, it was said by Anpré, 
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at first, the intention of the parties, 
that he should be put on board the 
Vurrure again before day-light ; 
but, it seems, there was thought 
to be danger in attempting this: 
at any rate, it was not attempted. 
He remained with Arnoxp within 
the lines during the whole of the 
night of the 21st, and until the 
night of the 22d. During his 
stay, he changed his dress, and 
put on clothes other than his mili- 
tary uniform. When the night of 
the 22d came, and Anpre, furnish- 
ed with all the necessary particu- 
lars, was ready to return to New 
York, it was found unsafe to at- 
tempt to put him on board the 
Vulture, and, it was, at last, 
determined, that he should go to 
New York by land. This was a 
very perilous enterprise ; for, 
though he might be safely con- 
ducted by Arnold out of the camp, 
he had a good distance of country 
to pass over which was inhabited 
by his foes. 

Arnoxp procured him a horse 
and arms, and gave him a pass- 
port, in which he was called Joun 
Anversox. This carried him safe 
beyond the camp and out-posts. 
But, the next day, having arrived 
at a little hamlet, called Zarry 
Town, three country fellows stop- 
ped him. He showed them his 
pass-port, and said he was an in- 
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habitant of New York. They 
were satisfied, and he was going 
on; but, one of them, on second 
thought, suspected him, and in- 
sistéd on keeping him and taking 
him before some officer or magis- 
trate! Now, what would a “ brave” 
man, or, even a prudent man, 
have done at this critical moment ¢ 
There were three men to be sure, 
and armed too; but, he had a 
horse under him and they had not 
horses under them. He knew, 
that, if searched, the proof ot his 
guilt was in his boot. He knew, 
that death was his lot, if not the 
lot of Arnold, and that the whole 
plot was discovered. The young 
men might shoot after him, and 
might have killed him ; but, there 
was a chance at any rate. 
Ilowever, he made no attempt 
at escape either by force or agility, 
but placed his reliance on that, 
which, though perfectly in charac- 
pter with him, showed his want of 
knowledge of those with whom he 
had now to deal. He resorted to 
the grand specific of the system : 
BRIBERY! He offered the 
Yankees a bag of gold,a very 
valuable watch, and made them 
promises of fortunes and honours, 
if they would accompany him to 
New York. It is hardly necessary 
to say, that, almost any three 
Yankee-farmer’s sons that ever 














































2 ey oe 





— Ee > 













351 Anpri’s Bones. 852 


were born would haye refused all 
his offers. The young men, how- 
ever, who did thus scorn a bribe 
were Joun Pavupine, Davin 
Wirciams and Isaac Vanwerr, 
whose example would be a suitable 
lesson in any book for the education 
of youth. Let Aristecracy find 
us, if it can, three “ nobles,” who 
have acted a part equally noble! 

These reaily brave and really 
zealous and really virtuous young 
men having taken their prisoner 
hefore » magistrate of the town- 
ship, ont came, in a short time, 
his true character, though he still 
kept up his name of Anderson. 
In one of his boots were found 
several papers, all in Arnold’s 
hand-writing, giving intelligence 
to the English Commander-in- 
chief. The country people, how- 
ever, could not know Arnold’s 
hand-wriiing. Yet, some friend 
of Arnold’s must have learnt the 
capture of Anpri:, of which Ar- 
woLD, luckily for him, received in- 
telligence by some private means 
half a day before that intelligence 
was known in the Camp. 

General Washington (as you 
will see by his letter to Congress) 
returned to the Camp, from Herr- 
FoRD, about noon on the 25th of 
September ; that is, in about forty- 
five hours afier Axpri: had been 
taken. Washington, having en- 





quired for Arnold, was told, that 
he had left his quarters several 
hours before. Thinking he must 
be at another part of the station, 
he went thither, and, to his sur- 
prize, found he had not been there 
that day. Coming back to Arnold’s 
quarter’s again, he still found him 
absent. But, his surprise was 
soon put an end to; for a messen- 
ger now arrived from the country, 
with an accouut of the capture of 
Joun Anperson and with the 
papers found in his boot ! 

The first thing that Washington 
did was to take every possible 
precaution to prevent the escape 
of Arno.ip; but all was too late; 
for he, secretly informed of the 
capture of Anpre, lost not a mo- 
ment; left his wife, and, what 
was, in such a case, of more im- 
portance, all his papers; put a 
flag of truce into a boat, which, 
as commanding officer he could do 
at his pleasure ; down the river he 
darted ; got on board the Vulture 
Sloop of War! There we will, 
for a little, leave him to enjoy those 
reflections which the circumstan- 
ces of the case were calculated 
to excite (and which, doubtless, 
must have been very delightful) 
while we follow his less lucky 
coadjutor through the short re- 
mainder of his career. 

Washington, as soon as he had 
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made due inquiry into all the facts 
and circumstances, issued his order 


for the assembling of a Board of 


General Officers, of whom the 
American General Green 
president. 


was 
The names of all the 
officers composing this board will 
be seen in number 14 of the sub- 
joined documeuts. 

In the paper, in which Wasus- 
INGTON Communicates the subject 
to the Board, there is the plainest, 
shortest and most temperate state- 
ment that can possibly be made. 
He simply announces the case to 
the Board, without the smallest 
attempt at exaggeration ; without 
a querulous term; and, not only 
without a reproachful epithet, but 
almost without any epithet at all. 
He desires them to enquire into 
the matter; to ascertain, and to 
report to him the character in 
which Axpzé ought to be con- 
sidered ; and also to report to him 


the punishment which he ought to. 


receive. 
The Board assembled on the 


29th of September, and, as will be. 
seen by the documents, two fo-, 


reign General Officers, the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette and the Baron 
de Steuben, were two of its mem- 
bers. The Board examined not a 


single witness: it took the unhappy 


offender upon his own showing, 
and upon the written documents 
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found in his boot. Anpae’s letter 
to Wasaincron (number 6 of the 
papers below) was laid before 
the Board by Wasnincron, who 
also communicated to the Board 
the papers found in the boot. The 
Board, with these papers before 
them, asked the prisoner what he 
had to say in exculpation or ex- 
planation. Having heard him with 
great patience; and having, ac 
cording to his own confession, 
conducted themselves towards him 
with singular liberality and kind- 
ness, they came, however, to an 
unanimous resolution to report to 
Wasuincron, that ANprE came 
on shore by appointment with Are 
NoLp in the night time, and under 
the false name of John AnpER- 
son; that he changed his dress 
within the American lines; that, 
under a feigned name and undera 
disguised habit, he passed the 
American lines and outposts; that 
he carried, hidden in his boot, pa- 
/pers containing intelligence for 
‘the enemy; that, therefore, he 





was to be considered as a spy, 
and ought to be-put to death. 
Wasuineron, who was fully 
authorised by the laws of war to 
cause him to be executed the mo- 
ment he was brought to the camp, 
conducted himself, in this case, 
with his usual temperance and 
moderation. He had to consider 
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the irritated feelings of the people. | 
ARNOLD, too, was well known to 
haye been a great favourite with 
Wasaineton. And the General 
well knew that all eyes were upon 
him; yet, he preserved his un- 
shaken character in this instance ; 
did not determine upon instant 
execution; but blending mercy 
with justice, he put off the execu- 
tion till the second of October. 

In the meanwhile, and, indeed, 
even before the Board of General 
Officers had assembled, all sorts 
of efforts were made by Sir Henry 
Cuinton and the Generals under 
his command, to save the life of 
this young man, who appears to 
have been a great favourite with 
the feeble-minded Commander in 
Chief. Two letters were written 
by Sir Henry Cutvron himself; 
one by Colonel Rosixson, an 
American loyalist of great merit, 
and an old friend of Wasurnc- 
oN; two by General Roserrson, 
the Governor of New York; and 
(the world saw it with wonder !) 
three by Arnotp himself. The 
feebleness; the total apparent 
want of a knowledge of human na- 
ture; the complete absence of all 
dignity, either in language or sen- 
timent, in the whole of these letters 
will be manifest enough to the 
reader ; but, good God Almighty, 
who, under such circumstances ; 
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who but this childish assemblage 
of red coats at New York, could 
have expected to save the life of 
Anpre by threats of retaliation, 
and especially by threats of this 
sort conveyed to Wassineron 
by the penof Annoxp! It was im- 
possible that such threats through 
such channels conveyed should 
have any other effect than that of 
rendering utterly impossible a 
thing which was already beyond 
the scope of probability. 

The reader will perceive, that 
as to the question of law, it was 
contended that Anprz went on 
shore under a flag of truce ; that 
he was betrayed into the camp ; 
that being there he was compelled 
to assume a disguise ; that, in fact, 
he was Arno.p’s prisoner ; that 
this being the case, he was not a 
spy, and that he ought to be re- 
leased instead of being punished. 
How false all this was the reader 
will perceive from mere peru- 
sal of the documents. Anpré& him- 
self confessed before the Board, 
that he did not ‘come on: shore 
under a flag of truce. But mark 
this ; if he were betfayed into the 
camp; if he were compelled to 
assume a disguise within the camp ; 
if he were compelled to assume a 
false name in quitting the camp ; 
if he were Arnotp’s prisoner ; if 
all this were so, how came he to 
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have ix his boot those documents 
in Arnovp’s handwriting, betray- 
ing the state and circumstances of 
the American army to the enemy ! 

Common sense rejects the mi- 
miserable subterfuge, and common 
justice to Wasuixeron, Grepy, 
and the Board of General Officers 
demands an acknowledgment of the 
rectitude and even of the mildness 
of the manner of their proceedings. 
Theattempt tomake outthe protec- 
tion of the flag, presents a tissue 
of shuffling, of equivocating, and 
of silliness, without a parailel, per- 
haps, even in the documentary ex- 
ploits of those persons to whom 
England unhappily committed the 
conducting of that unwise and 
most wicked war. Sir Henry 
Curnton’s memory is particularhy 
answerable for suffermg Arnoip 
to dip his pen into the subject. 
His letters are not only full of 
foolishness and impudence ; but, 
upon the face of them, prove him 
to be a liar, and that, too, in de- 
clarations made upon his honour. 
In his letter, No. 10, he solemnly 
assures Wasuineron, that no part 
of his family, or particular friends 
were in the secret of his proceed- 
ings ; and the name Joshua Smith 
he particularly mentions; says 
that he knows him to be suspected; 
but declares upon his honour that 
he is perfectly innocent of all 
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knowledge of the matter. But, in 
his letter No. 23, this Annoxp de- 
clares also upon his honour that 
this very Joshua Smith was the 
man sent by him, with the boat, 
and with his private instructions 
to bring AnpRié on shore. 

Of this character, or nearly of 
this character, the reader will find 
all the documents proceeding from 
the corrupt source at New York. 
It was not likely that any thing 
could have taken place to prevent 
the execution of Anpre, short of 
the giving up of Arnold himself ; 
and this never was offered; and 
appears not to have been thought 
of by Sir Henry Curnow. 

The American General acted in 
the most dignified manner. He 
treated ArNoxp’s threats and let- 
ters with that silent scorn which 
they so well merited. He senthim 
down his wife and his baggage, 
which was the only kind of answer 
he received. To General Ro- 
BERTSON, the Governor of New 
York, and to General Ciinvron he 
gave very brief answers in plain 
and unaffected language, and 
never, from first to last, as the 
reader will perceive with admira- 
tion, suffered a reproachful, or 
harsh term or epithet to escape 
from his pen. A short time before 
the execution, ANDRE addressed to 
Wasuincron a short letter em- 
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ploring that the manner of his 
death might be that of a soldier 
and a man of honour; Wasrinc- 
Ton not thinking it fit to grant the 
request gave no answer; and an 
answer indeed from himself to the 
prisoner could not be expected; 
but he authorized none to be given; 
which indeed was the most humane 
course to pursue, seeing that a 
refusal could have done nothing 
more than add one slight pang to 
the sufferings of his mind. 

On the 2nd October, therefore, 
at the American camp of Tap- 
pan, the scene of the criminal in- 
tercourse between Arnoip and 
Anpri, the latter was hanged ona 


gibbet, in the assumed dress in 
which he had been captured, and 
after the manner of common male- 
factors. His behaviour in the hour 
of death had in it nothing remark- 


able. He died without any parti- 
cular marks of pusillanimity, which 
is what has been witnessed in the 
deaths of thousands of thiéves and 
murderers. His letter to General 
Wasarxcron (No. 6. of the docu- 
ments) shews him to have been a 
very weak person ; wholly ignorant 
of the true principles of morality, 
for how else could he have told the 
General, that he “did riot assumea 
mean character for a treacherous 
purpose,” when in the very same 
letter, he acknowledged himself 


Anpre’s Bones. 





860 


to be the bearer of papers which 
proved him to be engaged as a 
co-operator with Arno.p? Heap- 
pears to have been wholly unquali- 
fied for so high a station as that of 
Adjutant General toanarmy. A 
few years only from the Compting 
Tlouse,and elevated with unprece- 
dented haste, we see him, in every 
line that he writes and every step 
that he takes, still the Merchant's 
clerk, spoiled by a red coat, a 
sash and a gorget, and with a head 
stuffed with common-place pfitases 
about the “ honour of an Officer 
and a gentleman,” with a com- 
plete apparent ignorance of the 
true meaning of the words. In 
short, he was one of those upstart 
favorites, which the folly of Com- 
manders of too 
often create to the great detriment 
of the service; and not unfre- 
quently to the eventual ruin of 
both favourite and patron. 

With whom the project origi- 
nated to cause even the dust of 
this most insignificant personage 
to be the means of reviving and of 
placing before the eyes of the 
men of the present day, the de- 
tails of a transaction, so little 
honourable to hnman nature, and 
so something worse than little 
honourable to a Nation like the 
English, who pride themselves, 
and, I still hope, in most casés, 


Armies but 
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justly pride themselves, on their 
frankness, sincerity, fair fighting, 
and an abhorrence of every 
thing perfidious and cruel: with 


whom this project originated, we 


are not, perhaps, as yet, duly 
informed. 


All that we know is, 
that our newspapers first told us, 
that the Consul at New York, 
who, be it observed, is his Ma- 
jesty’s representative there, was 
the grand actor in the taking up 
of these pretended bones; and 
that he had thus acted in conse- 
quence of orders of his Majesty’s 
brother, the Commander in Chief. 
In addition to this we have since 
been informed of the ridiculous 
and contemptible proceedings at 
New York on the 10th of August ; 
and we are now (since I began 
the writing of this article,) in- 
formed of the actual arrival of the 
bones at Portsmouth, on Wednes- 
day the 3rd inst. in the Phaeton 
Frigate, Captain W. A. Montagu, 
last from Halifax Nova Scotia, 
where the bones were -removed 
from the New York September 
Packet, which had arrived at Hali- 
fax previous to the sailing of the 
Phaeton. 

Whether a just sense of shame 
has begun. to operate I know not; 
but it is now said to be ‘“ under- 
“stood that the bones are con- 
«signed to his Royal Highness 
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“the Duke of York, and thaf 
‘ their being sent to England is 
‘‘in compliance with the request 
‘* of the family of Major Anpre ;” 
and now not a word is said about 
the loyal Bucnannan’s immortal 
Peach tree ; and not a word about 
these “ two Cedar trees,” which, 
as the Courier of the 2d of this 
month told us, “ had grown out 
“of the grave of Anpré, and hed 
‘“* wrapt their roots round his skuit 
** like a fine netting 11!” 

These beastly newspapers are 
infinitely disgraceful to this na- 
tion. They expose us to the con- 
tempt of the world ; and, as in the 
case of the late American war, for 
which we have to thank the para- 
dise of fools (the Times newspa- 
per), much more than even the 
Ministers, they cost the nation 
seventy millions of money, and a 
greater quantity of naval and mi- 
litary disgrace than England ever 
experienced in any former war. 
The present instance of supreme 
folly may, perhaps, cost us little 
in the shape of money immediately 
expended. But the ridiculous ad- 
venture is by no means without its 
expence in point of reputation. 
At New York the thing was the 
subject of horse laughter with 
some, and of cutting sarcasm with 
the more reflecting, who said, that 
nothing, certainly, could be more 
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proper; nothing more suitable ; 
nothing more in character, than 
that the bones of Anprié should 
be conveyed to the country which 
had pensioned and honoured Ar- 
nop! Such was the language 
of the Americans; and this is 
what we have gained by the pue- 
rile and contemptible effort to show 
a sort of impotent spite against 
those whom our Government at- 
tempted in vain unjustly to sub- 
due. 

The Courier before mentioned 
says, that the manner of the dis- 
interment of the bones “ was very 
“honourable to the Americans 
“* who attended ; but, as it was re- 
* ported that those who should 
“ attend should be tarred and fea- 
“ thered, it was deemed prudent 
“to bring away the Sarcophagus 
Thus, then, 
according to their own shewing, 
this was a most disgraceful scene. 


“ during the night.” 


It excited, it seems, indignation 
in some persons; and, as to the 
“* Americans who attended,” they 
were, I take upon me to assert, 
exclusively blacks and -mulattos, 
hired for the purpose of conduct- 
ing the bones and digging the 
ground. And, is it thus that his 
Majesty’s Consul at New York 
ought to be employed? Is the 


King of England to be represented 
as giving the sanction of his high 
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authority to childishness, to ridi- 
culous imbecility like this ? 

** However,” says the Courier, 
‘as they (the Americans) gener- 
“ally viewed the dishonoured 
“orave of the brave AnpRE as 
“a triumphal memorial, even on 
“ this ground the removal has 
“ been important !” What a fool! 
The Americans regard the grave 
of a man that had been hanged 
as a spy, as a triumphal memo- 
rial! Mad fool! What, have they 
not memorials of triumph enough 
without the grave of this spy! 
Have they not the record of vic- 
tory upon victory, ending in a 
peace which they gained by con- 
quest over us, and which made 
them not only a Nation independ- 
ent of us, but capable of fighting 
and beating us single handed, 
when false pride and state rancour 
backed by vile and clamorous 
newspapers urged us again to 
make war upon them! Are nof 
these memorials enough without 
possessing the grave of a poor 
impotent and forgotten creature 
like Annori? As attached to 
their soil; as things belonging to 
the Freehold have they not States, 
Cities, Counties, and hundreds of 
Towns and of Villages bearing 
the names of Kings, Queens, 
Princes, Princesses, Noblemen, 
Gentlemen and places of England, 
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all indicative that the whole were 
formerly ours, while the fact is 


notorious, that now no part of 


them are ours ? 
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which, though in itself so deplora- 
bly despicable, will by having 
drawn forth a republication of the 
documents, which I am now about 





Rut, here creeps out the miser- | to submit to the reader's attentive 
able motive! The bones were to’ perusal, have produced a real 


‘be removed, because to possess; benefit to the Nation at large, and 


them was thought to be a triumph! especially to those who are too 
to the Americans! Can the King’s; young to have been made ac- 
Brother be actuated by a motive ; quainted, at the time when they 
like this? Is it possible that Tis: happened, with transactions of a 
Majesty’s consent could have been! nature so interesting, and attended 


‘from a motive so despicable! 


obtained to do so chiidisi a thing 
! 
Could His Majesty desire to cause 
any thing to be done, aid e pe- 
cially a thing like ¢hés in order to 
give umbrage to even the most 
thoughtless class of the American 
people? Sincerely I isok upon 
the thing as impossible. Nay, 


‘I do not believe that the thing has 


been done even with the appro- 
bation of any one of the Ministers. 
The thing, the stupid thing has 
been, doubtless, concocted at New 
York by the Consul and a little 
group of refugees that are still 
left to waste out their lives under 
the neglect and scorn of the people 
of America. These refugees can- 


not endure to see the country, 


rr , > 3 
with a result, so just in itself and 


so likely to make a_ salutary 
and lasting impression upon the 


mind. 


PROCEEDINGS 


Of a Board of General Officers, 
held by order of General Wash- 
ington, Commander in Chief of 
the Army of the United States 
of America, respecting Major 
John Andre, Adjutant General of 
the British Army, Sept. 29, 1780. 

{Published at Philadelphia, by 

order of Congress. | 


No. 1. 


4 


| Extracts of Letters from General 
Washington, to the President of 
Congress. 
Robinson's House in the High Lands, 
Sir, Sept. 29, \780. 

I HAVE the honour to inform the 
Congress, that Larrived here yes- 
terday about twelve o'clock, on 
imy return from Hartford. Some 





GEht he dhetel : 
happy on which they turn their) jours previous to my arrival, Ma- 


hacks. To rip up the old story of | joc-general Arnold went from his 

quarters, which were at this place, 
,and,as it was supposed, over the 
dram to their fainting souls; and} river to the garrison at West-point, 


_— op ays whither I proceeded myself, in 
hence this ridiculous exhibition,! jae, to iis the post 7 found 


2M 


Arwnotp and Anpnre is a sort of 
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General Arnold had not been there 
during the day, aud on my returp 
to his quarters, he was still absent. 
In the mean time, a packet had 
arrived from Lieutenant-colonel 
Jameson, announcing the capture 
of John Anderson, who was en- 
deavouring to go to New-York 
with several interesting and im- 
portant papers, all in the hand- 
writing of General Arnold. This 
was accompanied with a letter from 
the prisoner, avowing himself to be 
Major John André, Adjutant- gene- 
ral to the British army, relating 
the manner of his capture, and 
endeavouring to shew that he did 
not come under the description of 
a spy. From these several cir- 
cumstances, and iniormation that 
the General seemed to be thrown 
into some degree of agitation, on 
receiving a letter a little time be- 
fore he went from his quarters, I 
was led to conclude immediately, 
that he had heard of Major André’s 
captivity, and that he would, if 
possible, escape to the enemy ; and 
accordingly took such measures as 
appeared most probable to appre- 
hend him: but he had embarked 
in a barge, and proceeded down 
the river, under a flag, to the Vul- 
ture ship of war, whieh lay at some 
miles below Stoney aud Verplank’s 
Point. He wrote me a letier after 
he got on board. Major André was 
not arrived yet ; but I hope he is 
secure, and that he will be here 
to-day. i have been, and am tak- 
ing precautions, which I trust will 
prove efleciual to prevent the im- 
portant consequences which this 
conduct, on the part of General 
Arnold, was intended to produce. 
{ do not know the party that took 
Major André, but it is said it con- 
sisted .only of a few militia, who 
acted in such a manner on the oc- 
casion, as does them the highest 
honour, and proves them to be men 
of great virtue. As soon as I know 
their names, I shall take pleasure 
in transmitiing them to Congress. 
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No. 2. 


Sir, Paramus, Oct. 7, 1780. 

I Have the honour to inclose to 
Congress a copy of the proceedings 
of a Board of General Officers in 
ihe cause of Major André, Adju- 
tant-general to the British army. 
This officer was executed in pur- 
suance of the sentence of the 
Board, on Monday the 2d instant, 
at twelve o'clock, at our late camp 
at Tappas. Besides the proceed- 
ings, [ transmit copies of sundry 
letters respecting the matter, which 
are all that passed on the subject, 
not included in the proceedings. 


I have now the pleasure to com- 
municate the names of the three 
persons who captured Major André, 
and who refused to release him, 
notwithstanding the most earnest 
importunities, and assurances of a 
liberal reward on his part. Their 
names are, John Paulding, David 
Williams, and Isaac Vanwert. 


No. 3. 


Proceedings of a Board of General 
Ofiicers, held at Tappan, in the 
State of New York, Sept. 29, 
1750. 


Present, Major-general Green, 
President; Major-general Lord 
Stirling, Major-general St. Clair, 
Major-general the Marquis de la 
Fayette, Major-general Howe, Ma- 
jer-general the Baron de Steuben, 
Brigadier-general Parsons, Briga- 
dier-gencral Clinton, Brigadier- 
general Knox, Brigadier-general 
Glover, Brigadier-general Patter- 
son, Brigadier-general Hand, Bri- 
gadier-general Huntington, Briga- 
dier-general Starke; John Lau- 
rence, Judge-advocate-general. 


Major André, Adjutant-general 
to the British army, was brought 
before the Board, and the follow- 
ing letter from General Washing- 
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ton to the Board, dated Head- 
quarters, Tappan, Sept. 29, 1780, 
was laid before them and read: 


No. 4. 


Gentlemen, 

Major Anpré, Adjutant-¢ene- 
ral to the British army, will be 
brought before you for your exa- 
mination. He came withia our 
lines in the night, on an interview 
with Major-general Arnold, and in 
an assumed character, and was 
taken within our lines, in a dis- 


guised habit, with a pass under a} 


feigned name, and with the inclosed 
papers concealed upon him. After 
a careful examination, you will be 
pleased, as speedily as possible, 
to report a precise state of his case, 
together with your opinion of the 
light in which he ought to be con- 
sidered, and the punishment that 
ought to be inflicted. The Judge- 
advocate will attend to assist in 
the examination, who has sundry 
other papers, relative to this mat- 
ter, which he will lay before the 
Board. 

Ihave the honour to be, Gen- 
tlemen, your most obedient, and 
humble servant, 

G. WASHINGTON. 


No. 5. 


The Board of General Officers 
convened at Tappan. 


Tre names of the officers com- 
posing the Board were read to 
Major André; and on his being 
asked whether he confessed the 
matters contained in the letter from 
his Excellency General Washing- 


ton to the Board, or denied them ? | 
he said :—(in addition tohis letter to | 


General W ashingion, dated Salem, 
the 24th of September, 1780, which 
was read to the Board, and ac- 
knowledged by Major André to 
have been written by him, which 
letter is as follows :) 





No, 6. 


Sir, Salem, 24th Sept E780. 

Wuatl have as yet said con- 
cerning myself, was in the justifiable 
attempt to be extricated; I am 
too little accustomed to duplicity 
to have succeeded. 

I beg your Excellency will be 
persuaded, that no alteration in the 
temper of my mind, or apprehen- 
sion for my safety, induces me to 
take the step of addressing you ; 
but that it is te secure myself from 
an imputation of having assumed a 
mean character for treacherous 
purposes, or self-interest: a con- 
duct incompatible with the prinei- 
ples that actuated me, as well as 
with my condition in life. 

It is to vindicate my fame that £ 
speak, and not to solicit security. 

The person in your possession is 
Major John André, Adjutant-gene- 
ral to the British army. 

The influence ot one commander 
in the army of his adversary, is am 
advantage taken in war. A ear-- 
respondence for this purpose £ 
held, as confidential (in the present 
instance) with his Excellency Sir 
ilenry Clinton. 

To favour it, I agreed to. meet 
upon ground not within posts of 
cither army, a person who was te 
give me intelligence: I came up 
in the Vulture man of war for this 
effect, and was fetched by the boat 
from the shore to the beach: being 
there, I was told, that the approack 
of day would prevent my return. 
and that f must be concealed until 
the next night. Iwas in my regt- 
mentals, and had fairly risked my 
person. 

Against my stipulation, my in- 
tention, and without my knowledge 
beforehand, LI was conducted 
within one of your pests. Your 
Excellency may conceive my sen~ 
sation on this occasion, and will 
imagine how much more | must 
have been affected, by a refusal to 
re-conduct me back the next night 
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as I had been brought. Thus be- 
come a prisoner, Fk had to concert 
my escape. I quitted my uniform, 
and was passed another way in 
the night, without the American 
posts, to neutral ground; and be- 
ing informed I was beyond all 
armed parties, and left to press 
for New York, I was taken at 
Tarry-town, by some volunteers. 

Thus, as I have had the honour 
to relate, was I betrayed (being 
Adjutant-general of the British 
army) into the vile condition of an 
enemy within your posts. 

Having avowed myself a British 
officer, I have nothing to reveal! 
but what relates to myself, which 
is true on the honour of an oflicer, 
and a gentleman. 


The request I have made to your 
Excellency, and I am conscious 
that I address myself weil, is, that 
in any rigour policy may dictate, a 
decency of conduct towards me 
may mark, that though unfortunate, 
1 am branded with nothing dis- 
honourable ; as no motive could be 
mine, but the service of my king, 
and as I was involuntarily an im- 
postor. 

Another request is, that I may 
be permitted to w rite an open let- 
ter to Sir Henry Clinton, and ano- 
ther to a friend for clothes and 
linen. 

I take the liberty to mention the 
condition of some gentiemen a 
Charles-town, who, being either on 
parole, or under protection, were 
engaged in a conspiracy against us. 
Though their situation is not simi- 
jar, they are objects who may be 
sent in exchange for me, or are 
persons whom the treatment I re- 
ceive might affect. 

It is no less, Sir, in a confidence 
in the generosity of your mind, 
than on account of your superior 
station, that 1 have chosen to im- 
portune you with this letter. 


I have the honour to be, with the 
greatest respect, Sir, your Excel- 
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lency’s most obedient, and most 
huinble servant, 


Joun Anpré, Adj. Gen. 
His Excellency General Washington, §c.:— 


_ 


No. 7. 


» «+ « « « That he came on 
shore from the Vulture sloop of 
war, in the night of the 2ist Sep- 
tember inst. somewhere under the 
Haverstraw Mountain; that the 
boat he came on shore in carried 
no flag, and that he had on a sur- 
tout coat over his regimentals, and 
that he wore his surtout coat when 
he was taken:—That he met Gene- 
ral Arnold on the shore, and had 
an interview with him there. He 
aise said, that when he left the 
Vulture sloop of war, it was un- 
derstood he was to return that 
night; but it was then doubted: 
and if he could not reiurn he was 
promised to be concealed on shore 
in a place of safety, until the next 
night, when he was to return in the 
same manner he came on shore; 
and when the next day came, he 
was solicitous to get back, and 
made enquiries in the course of 
the day, how he should return, 
when he was informed he could 
not return that way, and he must 
take the route he did afterwards. 
He also said, that the first notice 
he had of his being within any of 
our posts, was, being challenged 
by the sentry, which was the first 
night he was on the shore. He also 
said, that the evening of the 22d of 
September instant, he passed King’s 
Ferry, between our posts ot Stoney 
and Verplank’s Points, in the dress 
he is at present in, and which he 
said was not his regimentals; and 
which dress he procured alter he 
landed from the Vulture, and when 
he was within our post; and that 
he was proceeding to New York, 
but was taken on his way at Tarry- 
town, as he mentioned in his let- 
ter, on Saturday the 23d of Sep- 
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tember instant, about nine o'clock 
in the morning. 

The following papers were laid 
before the Board, and shewn to 
Major André, who confessed to the 
Board, that they were found on him 
When he was taken; and said they 
were concealed in his boot, except 
the pass :— 

A pass from General Arnold to 
John Anderson, which name Major 
André acknowledged he assumed. 


Artillery orders, Sept. 5, 1780. 

Estimate of the foree at West 
Point and its dependencies, Sep- 
tember 1780. 

Fstimate of men to man the 
works at West Point, &c. 

Return of ordnance at West 
Point, September 1780. 


Remarks on works at West Point. 


Copy of a state of matters laid 
before a Council of .War, by his 
Excellency General Washington, 
held the Gth of September, 1780. 

A letter signed John Anderson, 
dated September 7, 1780, to Cos 
jonel Sheldon, * was also laid be- 
fore the Board, and shewn to Major 
André, which he acknowledged to 
have been written by Aim, and is as 
follows :— 


«No. 8. 
Sir, New York, Sept. 7,.1780. 


1am told my name is made known 
to you, and that I may hope your 





* Lest it should be supposed that 
Colonel Sheldon, to whom the above let- 
ter is addressed, was privy to the plot 
carrying on by General Arnold, it is to be 
observed, that the letter was found among 
Arnold’s papers, and had been transmitted 
by Colonel Sheldon, who, it appears from 
a'letter on the 9th of September to Arnold, 
which inclosed it, had never heard of 
John Anderson before. Arnold, in his 
answer on the 10th, acknowledged he 
had not communicated it to him, though 
he had informed him, that he expected 
a person would come from New York, 
for the purpose of bringing him iutelli- 
gence, 
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indulgence in permitting me to 
meet a friend near your out-posts. 
I will endeavour to obtain permis- 
sion to go out with a flag which 
will be sent to Dobb’s Ferry, on 
Monday next, the llth, at twelve 
o'clock, when I shall be happy to 
meet Mr. G——.* Should I not 
be allowed to go, the officer who is 
to command the escort, between 
whom and myself no distinction 
need be made,.can speak on the 
affair. 

Let me intreat you, Sir, to fa- 
vour a matter so interesting to the 
parties concerned, and which is of 
so private a nature, that the public 
on neither side can be injured by it. 

1 shall be happy, on my part, in 
doing any act of kindness to you, 
ina family or property concern of 
a similar nature. 

[ trust I shall not be detained : 
but should any old grudge be a 
cause for it, L should rather risk 
that, than neglect the business in 
question, or assume a mysterious 
character to carry on an innocent 
aflair; and, as friends have ad- 
vised, get your lines by stealth. 

Tam, Sir, with all regard, your 
most obedient, humble servant, 

JouN ANDERSON, 


| Colonel Sheldon. 


No. 9. 


Major AnpRé observed, that 
this letter could be of no force in 
the case in question, as it was 
written in New York, when he was 
under the orders of General Clin- 
ton, but that it tended to prove, 
that it was notjhis intention to 
come within our lines. 





* It appears by the same letter that 
Arnold bad written to Mr. Anderson, 
under the signature of Gustavus. His 
words are, ** I was obliged to write with 
great caution to him, my letter was 
signed Gustavus, to prevent any disco- 
very, in case it fell into the hands of 
the enemy.” 
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The Board having interrogated 
Major André, about his conception 
of his coming on shore under the 
sanction of a flag, he said, ‘ that 
** 4t was impossible for him to suppose 
“* ke came on shore under that sanc- 
“< tion ; and added, that if he came on 
“* shore under that sanction, he certainly 
“< might have returned under ut.” 


Major André having acknow- 
fledged the preceding facts, and 
being asked whether he had any 
thing to say respecting them, an- 
swered, He left them to operate 
with the Board. 


The examination of Major An- 
aré being concluded, he was re- 
manded into custody. 


The following letters were laid 
before the Board and read :— Bene- 
alict Arnold's letter to General 
Washington, dated Sept. 25, 1780; 
Celonel Robinson’s letter to Ge- 
neral Washington, dated Sept. 25, 
1780; and General Clinton’s let- 
ter, dated the 26th of Sept. 1780, 
(inclosing a letter of the same date 
from Benedict Arnold) to General 
Washington. 


No. 10. 


Sir, On board the Vulture, Sept. 25, 1750. 

Tue heart which is conscious of 
its own rectitude, cannot attempt 
to palliate a step which the worid 
may censure as wrong. I have 
ever acted from a principle of love 
to my country, since the commence- 
ment of the present unhappy con- 
test between Great Britain and her 
Colonies: the same principle of 
jove to my country actuates my 
present conduct, however it may 
appear inconsistent to the world, 
who very seldom judge right of 
amy man’s actions. 

i have no favour to ask for my- 
self. 1 have too often experienced 
the ingratitude of my country to 
aifempt it; but from the known 
immanity of your Excellency, I 
am induced to ask your protection 
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for Mrs. Arnold, from every insult 
and injury that a mistaken ven- 
geance of my country may expose 
her to. It ought to fall only on 
me: she isas good and as innocent 
as an angel, and is incapable of 
doing wrong. _ I beg she may be 
permitted to return to her friends 
in Philadelphia, or to come to me, 
as she may chuse. From your 
Excellency I have no fears on her 
account, but she may sufler from 
the mistaken fury of the country. 

I have to request that theinclosed 
letter may be delivered to Mrs. 
Arnold, and she permitted to write 
to me. 

I have also to ask that my 
clothes and baggage, which are of 
little consequence, may be sent to 
me; if required, their value shall 
be paid in money. 


I have the honour to be, with 
great regard and esteem, your Ex- 
cellency’s most obedient servant, 

B. ARNOLD. 
His Exceliency Gen. Washington. 

N.B. In justice to the gentlemen 
of my family, Colonel Warwick, 
and Major Franks, 1 think myself 
in honour bouad to declare, that 
they, as well as Joshua Smith, Esq. 
(who 1 know is suspected) are to- 
tally ignorant of any transactions 
of mine, that they had reason to 
belive were injurious to the public. 


No. 11. 


Sir, Vulture, off Sinsink, Sept. 25,1780. 

I am this moment informed, that 
Major André, Adjutant-general of 
his Majesty’s army in America, is 
detained as a prisoner by the army 
under your command. It is there- 
fore incumbent on me to inform 
you of the manner of his falling 
into your hands: he went up with 
a flag, at the request of General 
Arnold, on public business with 
him, and had his permit to return 
by land to New York. Upon these 
circumstances Major André cannot 
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be detained by you, without the 
greatest violation of flags, and 
contrary to the custom and usage 
of all natidns; and as I imagine 
you will see this in the same man- 
ner as I do, I must desire you will 
order him to be set at liberty, and 
allowed to return immediately. 
Every step Major André took, was 
by the advice and direction of Ge- 
neral Arnold, even that of taking 
a feigned name, and of course not 
liable to censure for it. 


I am, Sir, not forgetting our 
former acquaintance, your very 
humble servant, 

Bev. Rosinson, 


Col. Roy. Americ. 
His Excellency Gen. Washington. 


No. 12. 


SIR, New York, Sept. 26, 1780. 
Berne informed that the King’s 
Adjutant-general in America has 
been stopt, under Major-general 
Arnold's passports, and is detained 
a prisoner in your Excellency’s 
army, I have the honour to inform 
you, Sir, that I permitted Major 
André to go to Major-general Ar- 


nold, at the particular request of 


that General Officer. You will 
perceive, Sir, by the inclosed paper, 
that a flag of truce was sent to re- 
ceive Major André, and passports 
granted for his return. I therefore 
cannot have a doubt but your Ex- 
cellency will immediately direct, 
that this officer has permission to 
return to my orders at New York. 


Ihave the honour to be, your 
Excellency’s most obedient, and 
most humble servant, 


H. CuinTon. 
His Excellency Gen. Washington. 


No. 13. 


Sir, New York, Sept. 26, 1780. 
In answer to your Excellency’s 
message respecting your Adjutant- 
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general, Major André, and deliver- 
ing my ideas of the reason why he 
is detained, being under my pass- 
ports, I have the honour to inform 
you, that I apprehend a few hours 
must return Major André to your 
Excellency’s orders, as that officer 
is assuredly under the protection 
of a flag of truce, sent by me to 
him, for the purpose of a conver- 
sation, which I requested to hold 
with him relating to myself, and 
which I wished to communicate, 
through that oflicer, to your Excel- 
leney. 

I commanded at the time at West 
Point, and had an undoubted right 
to send my flag of trace for Major 
André, who came to me under that 
protection; and having held my 
conversation with him, 1 delivered 
him confidential papers in my own 
hand-writing, to deliver to your 
Excellency. Thinking it much 
properer he should return by land, 
I directed him to make use of the 
feigned name of John Anderson, 
under which he had by my direc- 
tion come on shore, and gave him 
my passports to go to the White 
Plains, on his way to New York. 
——This oflicer cannot, therefore, 
fail of being immediately sent to 
New York, as he was invited toa 
conversation with me, for which I 
sent him a flag of truce, and finally : 
gave him passports for his safe re- 
turn to your Excellency ; ali which 
L had then a right to do, being in 
the actual service of America, un- 
der the orders of General Wash- 
ington, and Commanding-general 
at West Point, and its depen- 
dencies. 

Ihave the honour to be, your 
Excellency’s most obedient, and 
very humble servant, 

B. ARNOLD. 
‘His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton. 


No. 14. 


Tue Board having considered the 
letter from his Excellency General 
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Washington respecting Major An- 
dré, Adjutant-general tothe British 
army, the confession of Major 
André, and the papers produced 
to them,—report to his Excellency 
the Commander in Chief, the fol- 
lowing facts, which appear to them 
relative to Major André :— 

First, That he came on _ shore 
from the Vuliure sloop of war, in 
the night of the 2ist of September 
instant, on en interview with Ge- 
neral Arnold, in a private and se- 
cret manner. 


Secondiy, That he changed his 
dress within our lines; and under 
a feigned name, and in a disguised 
habit, passed our works at Stoney 
and Verplank’s Points, the even- 
ing of the 22d of September in- 
stant, and was taken the morning 
of the 23d of September instant, 
at Tarry-town, in a disguised habit, 
he being then on his way for New 
York; and when taken, he had in 
his possession several papers, 
which contained intelligence for the 
enemy. 

The Board having maturely con- 
sidered these facts, do also report 
to his Excellency General Wash- 
ington, that Major André, Adju- 
tant-general to the British army, 
ought to be considered as a spy 
fromthe enemy,and that, agreeable 
to the law and usage of nations, it 
is their opinion, 4c ought to suffer 
death, 


Nathaniel Green, Major-general, 
President; Stirling, Major- 
general; La Fayette, Major- 
general; Ar.St. Clair, Major- 
general; R. Howe, Major-ge- 
neral; Steuben, Major-general; 
Samuel H. Parsons, Brigadier- 
general; James Clinton, Bri- 
gadier-general; Henry Knox, 
Brigadier - general artillery ; 
Johu Glover, Brigadier-gene- 
ral; John Patterson, Briga- 

dier-general; Edward Hand, 

Brigadier-general; J. Hun- 

tington, Brigadier - general; 
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John Starke, Brigadier-gene- 
ral; John Laurence, Judge- 
adyocate-general. 


APPENDIX, 


Copy ofa Letter from Major André, 
Adjutant-general, to Sir LHenry 
Clinton, K.B. &e. &e. 


No. 15. 


Sir, Tappan, Sept. 29, 1780. 
Your Excellency is doubtless 
already apprized of the manner in 
which I was taken, and possibly of 
the serious light in which my con- 


duct is considered, and the rigorous * 


determination that is impending. 
Under these circumstances, I 

have obtained General Washirg- 

ton’s permission to send you this 


letter, the object of which is, to: 


remove from your breast any sus- 
picion that I could imagine I was 
bound by your Excellency’s orders 
to expose myself to what has hap- 
pened. ‘The events of coming 
within an enemy’s posts, and of 
changing my dress, which led me 
to my present situation, were con- 
trary to my own intentions, as 
they were to your orders; and the 
circuitous route which I took to 
return, was imposed, (perhaps 
unavoidabiy) without alternative, 
upon me, 

J am perfectly tranquil in mind, 
and prepared for any fate to which 
an honest zeal for my King’s ser- 
vice may have devoted me. 

In addressing myself to your 
Excellency on this occasion, the 
foree of all my ebligations to you, 
and of the attachment and grati- 
tude I bear you, recurs to me. 
With all the warmth of my heart, 
I give you thanks for your Excel- 
lency’s profuse kindness to me! 
and I send you the most earnest 
wishes for your welfare, which a 
faithful, affectionate, and respect- 
ful attendant can frame. 

Ihave a mother and three sis- 
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ters, to whom the value of my 
comission would be an object, as 
the loss of Grenada has much af- 
fected their income. It is need- 
less to be more explicit on this 
subject; [ am persuaded of your 
Exceliency’s goudness. 

I receive the greatest attention 
from his Excellency General Wash- 
ington, and from every person un- 
der whose charge 1 happen to be 
placed. 

I have the honour to be, with the 
most respectful attachment, your 
Excellency’s most obedient, and 
most humble servant, 

JOHN ANDRE, Adjutant-gen. 
His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton, KB, 


&e. &e. &e. 


No. 16. 


Copy ofa letter from his Excellency 
General Washington, to his Ex- 
cellency Sir Henry Clinion. 


Sir, Head Quarters, Sept. 30, 1780. 

IN answer to your Excellency’s 
letter of the 26th instant, which I 
had the honour to receive, | am 
to inform you, that Major André 
was taken under such circumstan- 
ces, as would have justified the 
most summary proceedings against 
him. 1 determined, however, to 
refer his case to the examination 
and decision of a Board of Gene- 
ral Officers, who have reported, on 
his free and voluntary confession 
and letters, “ That he came on 
shere from the Vulture sloop of 
war, in the night of the 2!st of 
September,” &c. ke. as in the Re- 
port of the Board of General 
Officers. 

From these proceedings it is evi- 
dent, Major André was employed 
in the execution of measures very 
foreign to the objects of flags of 
truce, and such as they were never 
meant to authorize or countenance 
in the most distant degree ; and 
this gentleman confessed, with the 
greatest candour, in the course of 
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his examination, ‘‘ That it was im- 
possible for him to suppose, he 
came on shore under the sanction. 
of a flag.” 

I have the honour to be, your 
Excellency’s most obedient, and 
most humble servant, 


G. WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton. 


[In this letter, Major André’s, of 
the 29th of September, to Sir 
Henry Clinton, was transmitted. } 


No. 17. 


Sir, New York, Sept. 25, 1780. 
Persvapep that you are in- 
clined rather to promote than pre- 
vent the civilities and acts of 
humanity which the rules of war 
permit between civilized nations, 
I find no difficulty in representing 
to you, that severad letters and mes- 
sages sent from hence, have been 
disregarded, are unanswered, and 
the flags of truce that carried them 
detained. AsTever had treated 
atl flags of truce with civility and 
respect, I have a right to hope, 
that you will order my complaint 
to be immediately redressed, 
Major André, who visited an offi- 
cer commanding in a district at his 
own desire, and acted in every cir- 
cumsiance agreeable to his direc- 
tion, I find is detained a prisoner: 
my friendship for him leads me toe 
fear, he may sufler some inconve- 
nience for want of necessaries; 
I wish to be allowed to send him a 
few, and shall take it as a favour if 
you will be pleased to permit his 
servant to deliver them. In Sir 
Henry Clinton’s absence, it be- 
comes a part of my duty to make 
this representation and request. 
Tam, Sir, your Excelleucy’s most 
obedient humble servant, 
James ROBERTSON, 
Lieut, Gen. 


His Excellency Gen. Washington. 
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No. 18, 
Sir, Tappan, Sept. 30, 1789. 

I HAVE just received your letter 
of the 26th. Any delay which may 
have attended your flags has pro- 
ceeded from accident, and the pe- 
culiar circumstances of the occa- 
sion, not from any intentional 
neglect, or violation. The letter 
that admitted of an answer, has 
received one as early as it could be 
given with propriety, transmiited 
by a flag this morning. As to 
messages, I am uninformed of any 
that have been sent. 

The necessaries for Major André 
will be delivered to him, agreeable 
to your request. 


Iam, Sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, 
G. WASHINGTON. 


FTis Excellency Lieut. Gen. Robertson, 
New-York. 


No. 19. 


Sir, New York, Sept. 30, 1789. 

From your Excellency’s letter of 
this date, | am persuaded the Board 
of General Oilicers, to whom you 
referred the case of Major André, 
cannot have been rightly informed 
of all the circumstances on which a 
judgment ought to be formed. | 
think it of the highest moment to 
humanity, that your Excellency 
should be perfectly apprized of the 
state of this matte:, before you pro- 
ceed to put that judgment in exe- 
cation. 

For this reason, I shall send his 
Excellency Lieutenant-general Ro- 
bertson, and two other gentlemen, 
to give you a true state of facts, 
and to declare to you my senti- 
ments and resolutions. They will 
set out to-morrow as early as the 
wind and tide will permit, and wait 
near Dobb’s-ferry for your permis- 
sion and safe conduct, to meet your 
Excellency, orsuch persons as you 
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may appoint, to converse with them 
on this subject. 


I have the honour to be your 
Excellency’s most obedient and 
humble servant, H. C.iinton, 


P.S. The Hon. Andrew Elliot, 
Esq. Lieutenant-governor, and the 
Hon. William Smith, Chief Justice 
of this province, will attend his 
Excellency Licutenant-general Ro- 
bertson. H.C, 


His Excellency Gen. Washington. 


No. 20. 


Lieutenant - general Robertson, 
Mr. Elliot, and Mr. Smith, came 
up ina flag vessel to Dobb’s-ferry, 
agreeable to the above letter. The 
two last were not suffered to land. 
General Robertson was permitted 
to come on shore, and was met by 
Major- general Green, who ver- 
bally reported, that General Ro- 
bertson mentioned to him in sub- 
stance what is contained in his let- 
ter of the 2d of October, to Gene- 
ral Washington. 


No. 21. 
Sir, New York, Oct.1, 1780. 

I TAKE this opportunity to inform 
your Excellency, that I corsider 
myself no longer acting under the 
commission of Congress: their last 
to me being among my pepers at 
West Point, you, Sir, will make 
such use of it as you think proper. 

At the same time I beg leave to 
assure your Excellency, that my 
attachment to the true interest of 
my country is invariable, and that 
I am actuated by the same princi- 
ple which has ever been the govern- 
ing rule of my conduct in this un- 
happy contest. 


I have the honour to be, very re- 
spectfully, your Exe Hency’s most 
obedient humble servant, 


B. ARNOLD. 
His Excellency Gen. Washington. 
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No. 22. 


- Greyhound Schooner, Flag of Truce, 
Sir, Dobb’s-ferry, Oct. 2, 1780. 

A note I have from General 
Greene leaves me in doubt if his 
memory had served him to relate 
to you, with exactness, the sub- 
Stance of the conversation that had 
passed between him and myself, 
on the subject of Major André: in 
an allair of so much consequence 
to my friend, to the two armies, 
and humanity, I would leave no 
possibility of a misunderstanding, 
and therefore take the liberty to 
put in writing the substance of 
what I said to General Greene. 

I olfered to prove, by the evi- 
dence of Colonel Robinson, and 
the officers of the Vulture, that 
Major André went on shore at Ge- 
neral Arnold’s desire, in a boat 
sent for him witha flag of truce; 
that he not only came ashore with 
the knowledge and under the pro- 
tection of the general who com- 
manded in the district, but that he 
took no step while on shore, but by 
the direction of General Arnold, as 
will appear by the enclosed letter 
from him to your Excellency. Un- 
der these circumstances | could 
not, and hoped you would not, 
consider Major André as a spy, for 
any improper phrase in his letter 
to you. 

The facts he relates correspond 
with the evidence I offer; but he 
admits a conclusion that does not 
follow. The change of cloaths and 
name was ordered by General Ar- 
nold, under whose directions he 
necessarily was while within his 
command. 

As General Greene and I did not 
agree in opinion, I wished, that dis- 
interested gentlemen of knowledge 
of the law of war and nations 
might be asked their opmion on 
the subject, and mentioned Mon- 
sieur Knyphausen and General 
Bochambault. 
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son had heen delivered to Sir Henry 
Clinton as a spy, and undoubtedly 
iwas such; but that it being signi- 
fied to him, that you were desirous 
| that the man should be exchanged, 
he hadordered him to be exchanged. 

I wished that an intercourse of 
such civilities as the rules of war 
admit of might take off many of its 
horrors. I admitted that Major 
André had a great share of Sir 
Henry Clinton’s esteem, and that 
he would be infinitely obliged by 
his liberation; and that, if he was 
permitted to return with me, I 
would engage to have any person 
you woull be pleased to fame set 
at liberty. 

I added, that Sir Henry Clinton 
had never put to death any person 
fora breach of the rules of war, 
though he had, and now has, many 
in his power. Under the present 
circumstances, much geod may 
arise from humanity, much ill from 
the want of it. Uf that could give 
any weight, I beg leave to add, 
that your favourable treatment of 
Major André will be a favour I 
shouid ever be intent to return to 
any you hold dear. 

My memory does not retain, with 
the exactness I could wish, the 
words of the letter which General 
Greene shewed me from Major An 
dré to your Excellency. For Sir 
Henry Clinton’s satisfaction, I beg 
you will order a copy of it to be 
sent to me at New York. 


I hate the honour to be, your 
Excellency’s most obedient and 
most humble servant, 


James ROBERTSON. 
| His Excellency Gen. Washington. 


No. 23. 
Sir, Nem York, Oct. 1, 1780. 
Tue polite attention shewn by 
your Excellency and the gentlemen 
of your family to Mrs. Arnold, 
when in distress, demands my 
grateful acknowledgement and 


I related, that a captain Robin-| thanks, which I beg leave to pre- 
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sent. From your Excellency’s let- 
ter to Sir Henry Clinton, I find a 
Board of General Officers have gi- 
ven it as their opinion, that Major 
André comes under the description 
of a spy: my good opinion of the 
candour and justice of those gen- 


tlenien leads me to believe, that if 


they had been made fully acquaint- 
ed with every circumstance respect- 
ing Major André, they would by 
no means have considered him in 
the light of a spy, or even of a pri- 
soner. In justice to him, I think 
it my duty to declare, that he came 
from on board the Vulture at my 
particular request, by a flag sent 
on purpose for him by Joshua 
Smith, Esq. who had permission to 
go to Dobb’s-ferry to carry letters, 
and for other purposes not men- 
tioned, and to return. This was 
done as a blind to the spy-boats. 
Mr. Smith at the same time had 
my private directions to go on 
board the Vulture, and bring on 
shore Colonel Robinson, or Mr. 
John Anderson, which was the 
name I had requested Major An- 
dré to assume: at the same time I 
desired Mr. Smith to inform him, 
that he should have my protection, 
and a safe passport to return in 
the same boat, as soon as our 
business was completed. As se- 
veral accidents intervened to pre- 
vent his being sent on board, | 
gave him my passpori to return by 
land. Major André came on shore 
in his uniform (without disguise) 
which, with much reluctance, at 
my particular and pressing in- 
stance, he exchanged for another 
eoat. I furnished him witha horse 
and saddle, and pointed out the 
route by which he was to return: 
and as commanding officer in the 
department, I had an undoubted 
right to transact all these matters, 
which, if wrong, Major André 
ought by no means io sufler for 
them. 

But if, after this just and candid 
representation of Major André’s 
case, the Board of General Officers 
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adhere to their former opinion, I 
shall suppose it dictated by pas- 
sion and resentment; and if that 
gentleman should suffer the seve- 
rity of their sentence, I should 
think myself bound by every tie of 
duty and honour to retaliate on 
such unhappy persons of your 
army as may fall within my power, 
that the respect due to flags, and 
to the law of nations, may be bet- 
ter understood and observed. 

I have farther to observe, that 
forty of the principal inhabitants 
of South Carolina have justly for- 
feited their lives, which have hi- 
therto been spared by the clemency 
of his Excellency Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, who cannot in justice extend 
his mercy to them any longer, if 
Major André suffers ; which, in all 
probability, will opea a scene of 
blood at which humanity will re- 
voit. 

Suffer me to intreat your Excel- 
lency, for your own, and the honour 
of humanity, and the love you have 
of justice, that you suffer not an 
unjust senteuce to touch the life of 
Major André. 

But if this warning should be 
disregarded, and he suffer, 1 call 
heaven and earth to witness, that 
your Excellency will be justly an- 
swerable for the torrent of blood 
that may be spilt in consequence. 

I have the honour to be, with due 
respect, your Excellency’s most 
obedient and very humble ser- 
vant, B. ARNOLD. 
His Excellency Gen. Washington. 


No. 24. 


Sir, Tappan, Oct.\, 1780. 

Buoyep abeve the terror of death, 
by the consciousness of a life de- 
voted to honourable pursuits, and 
stained with no action that can 
give me remorse, I trust that the 
request I make to your Excellency 
at this serious period, and which is 
to soften my last moments, will not 
be rejected, 
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Sympathy towards a soldier will 
surely induce your Excellency and 
a military tribunal to adapt the 
mode of my death to the feelings of 
a man of honour. 

Let me hope, Sir, that if aught in 
my character impresses you with 
esteem towards me, if aught in my 
misfortunes marks me as the vic- 
iim of policy, and not of resent- 
ment, J shall experience the opera- 
tion of these feelings in your breast, 
by being informed that I am not to 
die on a gibbet. 

I have the honour to be, your 
Excellency’s most obedient and 
most humbie servant, 


Joun Anbré, 
Adj. Gen. to the British Army. 


No, 25. 


THE time which elapsed between 
the capture of Major André, which 
was the 23d of September, and his 
execution, which did not take place 
till 12 o'clock on the 2d of October ; 
the mode of trying him; his letter 
to Sir Henry Clinton, kK. 5. on the 
29th of September, in which he 
said, ‘‘ I receive the greatest at- 
tention from his Exceilency Gene- 
ral Washington, and from every 
person under whose charge I hap- 
pen to be placed ;” not to men- 
tion many oiher acknowledgments 
which he made of the good treat- 
ment he received; must evince, 
that the proceedings against him 
were not guided by passion or re- 
sentment. The practice and usage 
of war were against his request, 
and made the indulgence he soli- 
cited, circumstanced as he was, in- 
admissible. 


Published by order of Congress, 


CHARLES THOMSON. 
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SIR ROBERT WILSON. 





Tuere is no view that I can 
take of the case of this member of 
the “ Collective Wisdom” which 
would induce me, were I ever so 
rich, to give him a farthing in the 
way of compensation tor the loss 
of his pay as an Officer of the 
Army. If I approve of that ter- 
rible thing, called a standing 
arny, | know well, that it is to be 
managed ; that itis to be kept even 





from knocking people down in the 
Streets; nay, that the persons com- 
posing it are to be kept together, 
by nothing short of absolute power 
over them: and, who is there that 
can believe, that this absolute 
power could be maintained, if 
the officers of the army were suf- 
fered to act with impunity the part 
which this officer has recently 
acted? I shall be told, that, what 
he did was right. Aye! but that 
It would be 
right for all the officers of the 


is another matter. 


‘army to proclaim themselves Ra- 
dicals ; but, would it be right, un- 
less it were meant to suffer the 
standing army to pull down its 
makers, to retain such officers in 
the service! If, therefore, I ap- 
prove of the keeping up of a stand- 
ing army, I must approve of the 
dismission of Sir Robert Wilson ; 
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and, of course, should be an im- 
becile if I gave him a penny. 

If I disapprove of a Standing 
Army, I am, I think, a still greater 
imbecile if I give my money for 
such a purpose. For, how stands 
the case?’ The THING has an in- 
strument, called a standing army, 
and I am convinced, that it is that 
army, and that a/one, that is the 
cause of prolonging the nation’s 
calamities. Here is a man who 
voluntarily makes a part of that 
army; who even gives his money 
tobe allowed to carry a sword and 
to have a command in it; who 
willingly makes himself daily and 
hourly liable to give orders to chop 
down or shoot a part of the people, 
under the direction of a police or 
other justice. Well, he displeases 
those who have this instrument in 
their hands; and they turn him 
out. Now, am [, who disapprove 
of the very existence of a Stand- 
ing Army, to compensate this man 
for his Joss; or, rather, for his 
ceasing to gain by making a part 
of this terrible instrument? He 
bought his commission, T am told ; 
and are there not people enough 
who buy offices, by means of 
which they live on the taxes? 
And, am I to lament, when one 
of these is made to cease to ride 
me? When he is no longer fas- 


tened on me as a tax-eater, am 
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I to support him by my voluntary 
contribution ? 

Then, again, as a friend of the 
Queen, 1 might possibly he dis- 
posed, out of regard for her me- 
mory, to do something for Sir Ro- 
bert Wilson. But, to my utter 
astonishment, I found, the day 
after the funeral of that unfortunate 
lady, that his son was ‘ one of her 
Majesty’s Eyuerries,” and that he 
made part of that Household, 
which, God knows, was enough te 
kill her or drive her mad. In 
short, he acted in this, as in all the 
other scenes where I have beheld 
him, the busy, the bustling, the 
shallow man, but the man that 
never lost sight of Number One. 

This dismission, however, gives 
us one good lesson. It is a prac- 
tical proof of the supreme folly 
of those, who (if they mean any 
thing favourable to the people) 
choose military or naval officers, 
or tax-caters, and especially re- 
movaéile tax-eaters, as represent- 
atives in parliament. Such men, 
as the Queen so well observed in 
her Leiter to the King, are liable 
to be deprived of their very bread 
at the pleasure of the Ministry ; 
aud, though those who elect them 
may make a great bawling about 
their patriotism, they must be, at 
the best, very weak persons ; and, 
I must say, that there are many 
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chances against one, that they are 
knaves and hypocrites, or, which 
is by no means less dangerous, 
forward, conceited, pompous fools, 
who are actuated by vanity and 
love of dirty power rather than 
by a desire to see wisdom prevail 
in the Legislature, and modestly 
to assist in causing to be done 
those things, which are likely to 
render the nation happy and 
free. 

We are apt, when we dislike 
any one, to take a liking to all that 
he dislikes ; and, thus it is, that 
many take part with Sir Robert 
Wilson, merely because the Go- 
vernment have turned him out. 
This is, however, but a toolish way 
of proceeding. If, indeed, his 
anger, like that of Achilles, were 
likely to produce havoc amongst 
our Trojans, policy would bid us 
support him and urge him on, 
But, alas! his wrath will be no 
“ direful spring of woes” to the 
Ministry. He is but a mere 
twattier, after all. He has nothing 
of talent or of effect belonging to 
him. He is a load to be carried 
by us, and not a pair of shoulders 
to bear us up. Let his. cronies, 
therefore, lay their nest eggs ; but 
let others keep, in this case, their 
money to themselves. Besides, 
Sir Robert Wilson must have had 


300 /. a year in real estate, or he 


could not legally be a candidate 
for a seat in parliament. This is 
quite enough for any man; and, 
if he want more, let him earn it. 
If he have no fortunes for his 
children, why, good God! let them 
earn some, or go without, as other 


people’s children do. 





THE KING’S EXAMPLE. 


Harry is the people, when 
they have a king to set them a 
good example ; and, happy am I 
in having followed the example 
of my king! In one respect only, 
I particularly mean; because, in 
other respects, the walk of majesty 
is too sublime to offer any thing 
within the reach of my imitation. 
For better than 14 years, I had 
had a tumor on myhead. It was, 
at last, of the size of a hen’s-egg, 
but rowxd instead of oval. It 
became very disagreeable in many 
respects. On Saturday last it was 
removed by Mr. Crtne, and to- 
day (Thursday,) I really think, 
that my head is as sound and as 
free from wound, as if the tumor 
had never been there ; though the 
taking of it off was an operation 
not very much unlike that of scalp- 
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ing. I mention this matter in| quences. I was told, years ago, 
print, because I think the mention | that I ought to have it removed ; 
may be of use: it may tend) but, I put it off month after month 


to remove the apprehensions of) and year after year ; and, I should 


those who have tumors; and | not have had it removed now, had 
also to embolden them to have it not been for the example of the 
them taken off, which, though at- | Kiang. “ lt was nothing they say.” 
tended with sharp pain for a| Very true; but, nothing as it 
quarter of an hour, is the best and “was, 1 would not have it upon my 
easiest way of removing the evil. | head again for a four-bushel sack 
This tumor gave me no pain ; but, | full of guineas! For having re- 
it was inconvenient, and it made | solved to have the thing done, I 
me wear my hair somewhat long, | have to ruank Tur Kine; and for 
which I have always found to pro-! its being done so completely and so 
duce a siupefying effect. 1 had, quickly [ have to thank Mr. 
too, always some degree of appre-| Cine. 

hension as to the final conse-| 
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AMERICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE. 


I wave now fulfilled my promise 


to “ Friend” Cropper, by pub-| 


lishing the little book, of which 
I spoke in my second Letter to 
him. This -book, written by Mr. 
Torrey, a physician of Phila- 
delphia, and published ¢here in 
1817, contains an Account of the 
Slave-Trade, carried on in the 
United-States of America, and of 
the horrible cruelties committed 
in the carrying on of that trade. 
There are five plates, representing 
different scenes of cruelty; and 
one of these plates shows the Ca- 
pitol of Liberty, at the City of 
Washington, with a drove of slaves, 
chained together, marching along 
under the pile! The atrocities, 
recorded in this book, are, I hope, 
wholly without a parallel. They 
certainly surpass any thing that 
I ever heard of before; and, 
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and that is, to make us slower than 
we have been in deciding against 
the West Indians; because it 





proves how difficult it is to remove 
‘this accursed slavery, where it has 


| once taken root.—The price of the 
| 


book is two shillings. WU the 
Ministers will but read it, they 
will, I think, resolve not to tax us 
to maintain a squadron on the 
coast of Africa, to co-operate with 
an American Squadron for the 
prevention of the Slave Trade, 
which Squadron would, under the 
present circumstances, only assist 
the Americans to raise sugar 
cheaper on the Mississippi than our 
planters can raise it in Jamaica! 
—It becomes us to be humane; 
but it is by no means our duty to 
be laughed at. It is wise to live 
in constant friendship with Ame- 
rica ; but, it is not wise to be hum- 
bugged by her; which, besides the 
cost, the money-price of the thing, 
is sure to sink us in the esteem of 
the party humbugging. If I were 
the English minister, I should an- 





strange as it may seem, I never 
even heard of these, till I read of 
them in this book. I had always 
resided in the States North of} 
Delaware; where the people really 
differ as much from those of the 
Slave-States, as English farmers, 
differ from West Indians.—This 
book ought to have one effect ; 





swer the proposition of the Con- 
gress in these very words: ‘ The 
“king my Master,” —(for he really 
is their master NOW, the causes 
of which I will explain in my next) 
“The king my Master, always 
‘‘ anxious to co-operate with any 
“ government in the great work of 
“ putting an eud to the horrid 
* 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


traffic in human flesh, would 
have instantly acceded with sin- 
gular satisiaction to the propo- 
sition of his very good friends, 
the Congress of the United States 
of America; but, his Majesty 


having, with great surprise, 


‘learnt, that this traffic is carried 


on within the United States, 
and that free men are there 
seized in the more northern 
States, carried to the borders 
of the Mississippi, and there 


‘doomed to endless slavery in 


the cultivation of sugar and other 
West India products, his Ma- 
jesty has commanded me to ex- 
press the utter incapacity of his 
Royal mind to discover, how his 
Majesty could possibly assist in 


é diminishing the sum of human 


misery by taxing his subjects at 
home for the expence of a squa- 
dron in the African seas to pre- 
vent his subjects in the West 
Indies from raising that sugar 
by African slaves, which, in 
consequence of such prevention, 
will be raised by the citizens of 
his good friends, the Congress, 
on the Mississippi, by slaves im- 


ported from the States of Mary- 


and, Delaware, and Pennsvlva- 


nia. The surprise and the in- 


capacily to discover, thus expe- 


‘ rienced by his Majesty, he pre- 


‘sumes must, doubtless, have 


‘ 


. 


“ arisen from his total unacquaint- 


ance with those Republican 


‘ principles, which raised a tem- 


‘ple of Liberty by the hands of 


slaves: but, in this state of his 


‘ Majesty’s mind, he has com- 


manded me to inform your Ex- 
cellency, that he declines, for 
the present, to give any decided 
answer to the proposition of his 
very good friends, the Congress, 
and has also commanded me to 
renew to them the strongest as- 
surances of his Majesty’s ardent 


and unalterable friendship.”— 


This is the answer that I would 
give them; and I'll engage we 
never hear of humanity projects 
again. 


Mr. COBBETT’S PUBLICATIONS. 


TO BE HAD AT 


No. 1, Clement's Inn, Strand, London. 


COTTAGE ECONOMY.— Num- 


ber 2 of this little work contains a 
PLATE, representing the BREW- 
ING MACHINE in all its parts, 


accompanied with explanations of 





their several uses in the process of 


brewing, tovether with a statement 
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of the different prices of the Machine 
in its various sizes—- Two editions of 
the first Number have been pub- 
lished, and a third is in the press. 


The Third Number is just published, 


COBBETT’S SERMONS.— 
Published on the first day of every 
month, prite 3d. and of which seven 
numbers are already published. 
No. 1. ‘ Naboth’s Vineyard, or 
“ God’s Vengeance against Cruelty 
“and Hypocrisy..—No. 2. “ The 
*€ Sin of Drunkenness in Kings, Priests 
“and People.” —No. 8. “ The Fall 
** of Judas, or God’s Vengeance against 
“ The Rights 


“ of the Poor, and the Punishment of 


“ Bribery.”—No. 4. 


“6 Oppressors.” — No. 5. ‘ God's 
: 

© Judgment on unjust Judges.” —No.6. 

“ The Sluggard.”"—No.7. ‘‘ God's 

“ Vengeance against Murderers.”— 


No. 8 ** he Gamester.’’ 


COBBETT’S YEAR’S RESI- 
DENCE IN AMERICA.—A thick 
OctaroVolume, price 10s. in boards. 
Intended for the use of all those 
who wish to know what America 
really is. It consists of a descrip- 
tion of the country, its inhabitants 
climate and soil, Tis productions 


also, are copiously treated of, in 
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which the author has introduced 
many valuable experiments of his 


own. 


COBBETT’S GRAMMAR, a 
new and neat edition, price 2s. 6d. 
bound in boards. It was intended 
for the use of young persons in ge- 
neral, and especially for the use of 
soldiers, sailors, apprentices and 
ploughboys; but, the author has 
discovered, (in rather an odd man- 
mer) that itis in great vogue amongst 
** statesmen ;” and God knows, it 
was not before it was wanted by 


them ! 


The Preliminary part of PAPER 
AGAINST GOLD.—The main ob- 
ject of which is to shew the Justice 
and Necessity of reducing the in- 
terest of that which is called the 
NaTioNAL Debt, in order to rescue 
the rightful Proprietors of the land 
from the grasp of the devouring 


race engendered by Paper Money. 


“ PAPER AGAINST GOLD.” 
—A new edition of this work is now 
published, price 5s, in boards. It 
contains a full exposure ofthe mys- 


tery of the Bank, the Fund and the 


Paper-system. 
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Stereotype Edition. 


A thing that is a great favourite 
with the Author: “ The AMERICAN 
** GARDENER ; or, a treatise on the 


** situation, soil, fencing and lay- 


“ ing-out of Gardens ; on the mak- 


—= 





|“ ing and managing of Hot-heds 


“and Green-houses; and on the 
‘‘ Propagation and Cultivation of 
‘“‘ the several sorts of Table-Vege- 
‘tables, Herbs, Fruits, and Flow- 


“ers.” Price 5s. 
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